Viola Fingerboard Chart

1st position

Basic hand frame
(Hand Frame 2: Whole-Whole-Half-Whole)
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Low 2nd finger
(Hand Frame 1: Whole-Half-Whole-Whole)
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High 3rd finger
(Hand Frame 3: Whole-Whole-Whole-Half)
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High 4th finger
(Whole-Whole-Half-Augmented 2nd)

*The symbol for augmented 2nd is 2+
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High 3rd and 4th fingers

Hand Frame 4 or Whole Tone Hand Frame

(Whole-Whole-Whole-Whole)

0 1 2 3 4
E Q t X i 0 i
] - 4o 4
C D E F Gt
0 1 2 3 4
! |
: : :=' =
G A B Ct Dt
0 1 2 3 4
| _ 4 4 3
D e = 7 -
| |
D E F# Gt At
1 2 3 4
b - fe e te
B ct Dt Et




C string

G string

D string
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Low 2nd finger, high 3rd finger

(Whole-Half-2+-Half)

0 1 2 3 4
— : b 5o
C D Eb Fi G
0 1 2 3 4
|
15 be 4o ~
| |
G A Bb Ct D
1 2 3 4
%) - ﬂl’
1Hr = =
D E F Gt A
1 2 3 4
- o #:5 i
B C Dt E
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G string
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(Half-2+-Whole-Whole)

Low 1st finger
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Low 1st finger and 2nd finger
(Flat Hand Frame 4: Half-Whole-Whole-Whole)

0 1 2 3 4
C string A Q i
C Db Eb F G
0 1 2 3 4
|
Gstring 9 b >e . .
G Ab Bb C D
0 1 2 3 4
D string - “%P ia i=
I
D Eb F G A
0 1 2 3 N
be '3 b £
A string S |
D E




C string
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Low 2 and 4
(Whole-Half-Whole-Half)
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Flat Hand Frame 3
Low 1,2, and 4
(Half-Whole-Whole-Half)
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C string
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A string

Flat or 1/2 position Hand Frame 2
All fingers low

(Half-Whole-Half-Whole)
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1/2 position Hand Frame 1

(Half-Half-Whole-Whole)
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(1st position) High 1 and 3
(2+-Half-Whole-Half)
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Sharp Hand Frame 1

High 1, 3, and 4

(2+-Half-Whole-Whole)
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Hand Frames from Low to High

Hand frames shown in small notes are those not detailed by their own pages.
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