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How to Recognize Intervals! 
Part 2 

 

Interval Example Number 
of half 
steps 

Beginning of song Can you think of any other 
examples? 

Minor 2nd 
 

m2 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to low 1 

● 1st finger to low 2 

● high 2 to 3rd finger 

● high 3 to 4th finger 

● high 4th finger to next 
open string up 

 
On piano: 
 
B up to C 
E up to F 
C up to C♯ 

1 Essential Elements Book 1 #12: Lift Off 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #13: On the Trail 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #18: Morning 
Dance 
 
Andantino (Suzuki Violin & Viola Book 1) 
 
French Folk Song (Suzuki Viola Book 1) 
 
Bohemian Folk Song (Suzuki Viola Book 1) 
 
Beethoven – Minuet in G (Suzuki Violin & 
Viola Books 2) 
 
Ode to Joy (Essential Elements Book 1 #86; 
original version from the Ninth Symphony) 
 
Waltz from Sleeping Beauty 
 
Sixteen Going on Seventeen from The 
Sound of Music 
 
Danny Boy 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/xSr2aJS7zKo?si=S1r9QsrFnSGJlBAc&t=20
https://youtu.be/sczt1HIdiFc?si=ccgEpqspiexk86Py&t=32
https://youtu.be/GCuBjYvjL6U?si=uybW0-EYvHZr-VPT&t=18
https://youtu.be/GCuBjYvjL6U?si=uybW0-EYvHZr-VPT&t=18
https://youtu.be/HMJiQg2eFhE?si=3fAxz45J3B7Yy6WW
https://youtu.be/N5GuhvsgCqI?si=jaB1Vkmh5riEdGuj
https://youtu.be/JZ_IyuO9u_A?si=jw-Ez7CiQvwW_qqv
https://youtu.be/RCRhqoAvU8M?si=80PCKNe08SZf1e30
https://youtu.be/EYQikFmAU1U?si=eGXISFN9vKhNLIbm
https://youtu.be/rJH9b9EQtHM?si=FZY1TEvShGMXirMh&t=2511
https://youtu.be/TXbHShUnwxY?si=wjjMCUZeQwaCHfkp
https://youtu.be/hwK_WOXjfc0?si=4A-gEciN6Dl1iTVf&t=29
https://youtu.be/DquA6KyHTos?si=iHzy5lbarbsr-9TU


2 

Major 2nd 
 

M2 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to 1st finger 

● 1st finger to high 2nd 
finger 

● 2nd finger to high 3rd 
finger 

● 3rd finger to 4th finger 

● 4th finger to 1st finger on 
the next string up 

On piano: 

D up to E 
G up to A 

2 Essential Elements Book 1 #70: Hot Cross 
Buns 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #19: Rolling 
Along 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #20: Good King 
Wenceslas 
 
Song of the Wind (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 1) 
 
Go Tell Aunt Rhody (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 1) 
 
Little Lost Kitty (pages 44-45 in yellow Faber 
piano book) 
 
Monsieur Mouse (pp. 48-49 in yellow Faber 
piano book) 
 
Do-Re-Mi from The Sound of Music 
 
Happy Birthday 

 

Minor 3rd 
 

m3 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to low 2 

● 1st finger to 3rd finger 

● 2nd finger to 4th finger or 
higher open string 

On piano:  
B up to D 
E up to G 
C up to E♭ 

3 Rain, Rain, Go Away 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #21: Seminole 
Chant 
 
Lightly Row (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 1, 
Essential Elements Book 1 #22) 
 
O Come, Little Children (Suzuki Violin & 
Viola Books 1) 
 
Raccoon’s Lullaby (pp. 50-51 in yellow Faber 
piano book) 

 

https://youtu.be/vwwFg59fP8U?si=agk6XxmxitUG0zE4&t=13
https://youtu.be/vwwFg59fP8U?si=agk6XxmxitUG0zE4&t=13
https://youtu.be/sRwkf9YZEiA?si=sx4yVwR5ZnOVnKpR&t=22
https://youtu.be/sRwkf9YZEiA?si=sx4yVwR5ZnOVnKpR&t=22
https://youtu.be/tLFW9N7UZss?si=JnMPqN-X7paKSMgL&t=9
https://youtu.be/tLFW9N7UZss?si=JnMPqN-X7paKSMgL&t=9
https://youtu.be/C_LppvsWpcA?si=_Lh5O450-MMMGDta
https://youtu.be/f5HW9tV5KYo?si=BETsk0-D-uB8Q7vk
https://youtu.be/U4jaAPjvOd4?si=b8L8Mu6UyAY7KJbS&t=42
https://youtu.be/WMW_jrfx4fs?si=SOsKCydXzd-8LN1F&t=37
https://youtu.be/drnBMAEA3AM?si=MdblUplLmDpKRtaG&t=38
https://youtu.be/D_GdE7C7nBU?si=uw4xk_xL7J9IyEuS&t=7
https://youtu.be/D_GdE7C7nBU?si=uw4xk_xL7J9IyEuS&t=7
https://youtu.be/pqM-Y7kQ0ac?si=qATso-MCZDLZQetQ
https://youtu.be/TUgF0aWsGfo?si=c5Y0YlyZn8OwPAEo
https://youtu.be/TGnAFl8ZrRA?si=9uvF8dNnsZzTrPM0&t=31
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Major 3rd 
 

M3 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to high 2 

● 3rd finger to 1st finger on 
the next string up 

● 1st finger to high 3rd 
finger 

 
On piano:  
 
C up to E 
G up to B 

4 Essential Elements Book 1 #45: 
Christopher’s Tune 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #75: Two By Two 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 #81: Michael 
Row the Boat Ashore 
 
May Song (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 1) 
 
Brahms – Waltz (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 
2) 
 
Ashokan Farewell 
 
Beethoven Fifth Symphony 
 
Oh When the Saints Go Marching In 
 

 

Perfect 4th 
 

P4 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to 3rd finger 

● 1st finger to 4th finger or 
higher open string 

 
On piano:  
 
E up to A 
D up to G 

5 Allegro (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 1) 
 
The Happy Farmer (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 1) 
 
Hunter’s Chorus (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 2) 
 
The Two Grenadiers (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 2) 
 
Gavotte from Mignon (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 2) 
 
Jungle Wedding (pp. 64-65 in yellow Faber 
piano book) 
 
Star Wars Main Theme 
 

 

https://youtu.be/yg9l6tCO3As?si=5QtxL-UfyRlj-ezN&t=9
https://youtu.be/yg9l6tCO3As?si=5QtxL-UfyRlj-ezN&t=9
https://youtu.be/N92xnC35XUI?si=GVwFaTsTtERy0C-4&t=4
https://youtu.be/sGFoA0OuGnM?si=Cb3aLUejS2iwxkrG
https://youtu.be/sGFoA0OuGnM?si=Cb3aLUejS2iwxkrG
https://youtu.be/52AsFJ-vGPs?si=mEFu7eo07anRCzHI
https://youtu.be/fB46mNJmw2A?si=RdkL5kqkMzCsdoIV
https://youtu.be/uZmxZThb084?si=2G74Y-uyFrDCTE3H
https://youtu.be/lNtb-ly1I_k?si=WSjeym86abk084a_
https://youtu.be/cQZipyI0Wzo?si=4Z65bZja24PY-faZ
https://youtu.be/bNAt_rn9IXE?si=YALATUvfZRU4DtnL
https://youtu.be/YuVluAaGmBM?si=JGIjRc7Y2Rohj4nc
https://youtu.be/GVX7Uf78XAE?si=IlyuXxy_iSritcXh
https://youtu.be/tHTj3819-WY?si=RRvtQdeGO_lEaRgW
https://youtu.be/xM43Uj3M908?si=7GldPAH0Dop4Q1dm
https://youtu.be/MNMSAIG0dfQ?si=6Dl51k4aEou-pWpe


4 

Hedwig’s Theme from Harry Potter 
 
Amazing Grace 
 

augmented 
4th  
or 

diminished 
5th 

 
4+ or 5º 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to high 3 

● Low 2 to 1st finger on the 
next string up 

● High 2 to low 2 on the 
next string up 

 
On piano: 
 
F up to B 
B up to F 
C up to F♯ or G♭ 
 

6 Lully – Gavotte (Suzuki Violin & Viola Book 
2, measure 7) 
 
Front door and Back door of the 3 Black 
Bears’ house on piano (F and B) 
 
“Toot, toot, toot!” in Birthday Train (p. 69 in 
yellow Faber piano book) 

 

Perfect 5th 
 

P5 

On violin/viola: 
 

● One open string to the 
next open string 

● Open string 

 
On piano:  
 
C up to G 
E down to A 
A down to D 
D down to G 
G down to C 
 

7 Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star (Suzuki Violin & 
Viola Books 1) 
 
Minuet 3 (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 1) 
 
Lully – Gavotte (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 
2, first two notes) 
 
My Favorite Things from The Sound of Music 
 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 

https://youtu.be/WUiI5aQcTow?si=Au6QyS-RdVg7suOJ
https://youtu.be/Obp-9BEZe1c?si=qpSKZO4A7O2kRUhq
https://youtu.be/A3lE21Ik_m8?si=NNm-79x8oB15vefJ
https://youtu.be/9z9vg56vNgI?si=rkC5_j5mL_OrEBgA&t=228
https://youtu.be/NjhKb2HUGFM?si=N3lvYnZ5lEcD2zZw
https://youtu.be/A3lE21Ik_m8?si=NNm-79x8oB15vefJ
https://youtu.be/0IagRZBvLtw?si=K3MRyl-ZJNv7Kcjv&t=31
https://youtu.be/ku7ohU1IGls?si=48VhM9uRjlaPH9sZ
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Minor 6th 
 

m6 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to low 1st 
finger on the next string 
up 

● 1st finger to low 2 on the 
next string up 

● High 2 to 3rd finger on 
the next string up 

● High 3 to 4th finger on 
the next string up 

On piano:  
 
A up to F 
B up to G 
E up to C 
C up to A♭ 

8 Across the Stars from Star Wars 
 
Last Midnight from Into the Woods 
 
The Entertainer (3rd and 4th notes) 

 

Major 6th 
 

M6 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to 1st finger 
on the next string up 

● 1st finger to 2nd finger on 
the next string up 

● Low 2 to 3rd finger on the 
next string up 

● High 2 to high 3rd finger 
on the next string up 

● 3rd finger to 4th finger on 
the next string up 

 
On piano:  

9 Etude (Suzuki Violin & Viola Books 1) 
 
Hush Little Baby 
 
The Bear Went Over the Mountain 
 
“Dashing through the snow” in Jingle Bells 
 
Princess Leia’s Theme from Star Wars 
 
Music of the Night from The Phantom of the 
Opera 

 

https://youtu.be/7wMiMDBHnJ0?si=_uFgxLv-gs2R-oxX&t=12
https://youtu.be/aasECsxrSzQ?si=8j-nVTEecpdOAIY1&t=25
https://youtu.be/WKlcTG8GbB8?si=o5oH28hjNhWU3KWC&t=8
https://youtu.be/ypp60VfFQJM?si=XNkqD66MeKEukp8r
https://youtu.be/N2_nWsb5rAg?si=Kn0fCtjbet7gJTnT&t=10
https://youtu.be/eyHOUMWw5_M?si=A9F2q0iEl-HmmtiF&t=14
https://youtu.be/77umP7IRxD4?si=wy0Xe4knwqyuQ4wV
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D up to B 
C up to A 
F up to D 

Minor 7th 
 

m7 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to low 2 on 
the next string up 

● 1st finger to 3rd finger on 
the next string up 

● 2nd finger to 4th finger on 
the next string up 

On piano: 
 
A up to G 
D up to C 
B up to A 
E up to D 
G up to F 
C up to B♭ 

10 Somewhere from West Side Story 
 
Star Trek theme (1st and 3rd notes) 
 
Somewhere, Over the Rainbow (1st and 3rd 
notes) 

 

Major 7th 
 

M7 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to high 2 on 
the next string up 

● Low 1 to 3rd finger on the 
next string up 

● 1st finger to high 3 on the 
next string up 

● Low 2 to 4th finger on the 
next string up 

On piano: 
C up to B 
F up to E 

11   

https://youtu.be/_SQ4ogstDVE?si=AURwbyZlrpPBoIFZ&t=30
https://youtu.be/LIQsrvW6Ji4?si=kiyyQUJKxZs_hQsc&t=6
https://youtu.be/PSZxmZmBfnU?si=elsrrduRZXR6MqFD
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Octave 
(8th) 

On violin/viola: 
 

● Open string to 3rd finger 
on the next string up 

● 1st finger to 4th finger on 
the next string up 

On piano: 
 
C up to next C 
D up to next D 
A up to next A 
E up to next E 

12 Essential Elements Book 1 #27: Olympic 
High Jump 
 
Gavotte in D major (Suzuki Violin & Viola 
Books 3) 
 
Bohm – Perpetual Motion (Suzuki Violin 
Book 4) 
 
Somewhere, Over the Rainbow (1st and 2nd 
notes) 
 
The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on 
an Open Fire) 
 
The Lonely Goatherd from The Sound of 
Music 
 
Bring Him Home from Les Misérables 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ZsPaRMj4HMA?si=soeYp7L1eVnlCd3M&t=13
https://youtu.be/ZsPaRMj4HMA?si=soeYp7L1eVnlCd3M&t=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqU4rF_ysQo&t=648s
https://youtu.be/j4tGLZ9AE-c?si=14rPND1Ln_R8G4bq
https://youtu.be/PSZxmZmBfnU?si=elsrrduRZXR6MqFD
https://youtu.be/A8eWaR8ONvw?si=1a99ngs9mIz00LhZ
https://youtu.be/A8eWaR8ONvw?si=1a99ngs9mIz00LhZ
https://youtu.be/UmmOJx_Hxto?si=ZatcazTyRgGYgl0H
https://youtu.be/qsYnhVITf9E?si=Xx8q40ANG31M-drg
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